
Computer Programming I & 2 primarily uses the Processing 
programming language, based on Java, and covers standard concepts 
including variables, functions, branching and conditional logic, 
loops, and object-oriented programming. The second semester allows 
students to pursue in-depth studies of computer graphics or scientific 
applications through independent research projects. Students will be 
prepared for AP Computer Science upon completion of this course.

Honors English Seminar represents the highest level of literary 
study offered at Marlborough and is designed to introduce students to 
more rigorous theoretical approaches to literature. The first semester 
reads widely in critical theory while studying seminal texts in a chosen 
area of study; in the second semester, students work on an honors 
thesis related to this area of study. Students must be recommended by 
their junior-year teacher in addition to submitting an application of 
their work to a departmental committee. 

Honors Humanities Seminar: Moral Philosophy invites 
students to think critically, open-mindedly and creatively about 
commonly debated problems in recent times: college admissions, 
income and other taxes, war and abortion, to name a few. Students 
will ponder some of the basic principles upon which their own views 
are based. The course also will examine some fundamental questions: 
What does an individual owe to society? Can a society even decide 
what constitutes the “common good?” How do we decide what we 
mean by “justice” and “fairness?” Readings will include works by John 
Stuart Mill, Jeremy Bentham, John Locke, Aristotle, Friedrich Kayak, 
Immanuel Kant, John Rawls and Robert Nozick, among others. 

Honors History Seminar: Terrorism examines the historical 
roots, development and significance of terrorism, with particular 
attention paid to its role in current conflicts around the world. How 
has the practice of terrorism changed over time? What are the cultural, 
economic and political factors that tend to ignite the use of terror? 
How has terrorism shaped our popular discourse? Students will 
read theoretical and policy essays, along with excerpts from historical 
monographs and will prepare research papers along with shorter policy 
briefings. The course is designed to expose students to the types of 
rigorous social science analysis they will encounter in university seminars.

Honors History Seminar: Russian Art & Culture is 
for students with a passion for the humanities and a desire to engage 
with primary sources and elevated class discussion. It explores the rich 
artistic, cultural and intellectual history of Russia in the years leading 
up to and immediately following the Russian Revolution. Students 
will study the most celebrated names in modern art, music, dance, 
literature and drama, in addition to learning how to evaluate their 
masterpieces as sources for historical inquiry. What can we infer about 
society and politics from art? How does art reflect the environment 
in which it was created? How can artists use their work to express 
opposition to injustice, as well as to incite revolutions?

The Leonetti/O’Connell Family Honors Research 
in Humanities & Social Sciences Created for students who 
want to extend learning beyond the classroom, this course provides 
the opportunity to pursue independent work in collaboration with a 
mentor in the greater Los Angeles area and with a Marlborough mentor.  

The Leonetti/O’Connell Family Honors Research 
in Science Program Now in its 13th year and featured in the 
2005 New York Times article entitled “Where Popular Science is Called 
Women’s Work,” the Leonetti/O’Connell Family Honors Research in 
Science Program has given Marlborough students remarkable exposure 
to professional laboratory research. Student projects explore cutting-
edge problems in science, and, under the guidance of a research 
professional, students spend a year or more defining, designing, and 
implementing an original research project. Over the last four years, four 
students were named semi-finalists in the Intel and Siemens competitions.

Decoding Food I & II This interdisciplinary course examines 
the political, social, cultural and economic dimensions of food and 
eating in diverse locations and contexts. Drawing on literature, history, 
anthropology, economics, chemistry and environmental science, 
students learn what their food choices and consumption practices 
reveal about themselves and their fellow humans around the world.

Honors Math Seminar is for the unusual student who has 
completed—or is concurrently enrolled in—multivariable calculus.  
Content varies from year to year and is determined by the interests of 
the students as well as the instructor.  The topics for 2016-2017 are 
linear algebra and differential equations.

DISTINCTIVE CURRICULAR FEATURES

Committed to a rigorous curriculum within traditional core subject areas, Marlborough offers over 15 different courses, includeing 18 Advanced 
Placement courses and 19 Honors courses. Students are expected to carry a minimum of four academic courses each semester. Graduation 
requirements are as follows:

ENGLISH  4 years      HISTORY & SOCIAL SCIENCES  2 years 
SCIENCE  2 years      WORLD LANGUAGES  3 years 
MATHEMATICS  2 years 
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*Data for 2016 is provided, as the Class of 2017 has not yet completed testing. Median scores remain quite consistent from year to year.
MEDIAN STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES, Class of 2016*

CR M

710 680

 Bold text denotes colleges at which students matriculated.

American University
Amherst College (2)
Bard College
Barnard College
Bates College
Beloit College
Bennington College
Boston College (2)
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Brandeis University
Brown University (3)
Butler University
Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo
Carleton College
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Chapman University
Colby College
Colgate University (3)
Colorado College
Columbia University
Connecticut College
Cornell University
Dartmouth College (2)
Davidson College
Denison University
DePaul University
Dickinson College
Duke University (3)

Emerson College
Emory University
Fairfield University
Fordham University
Georgetown University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Gettysburg College
Goucher College
Hamilton College
Harvard University (2)
Indiana University-Bloomington
Ithaca College
Johns Hopkins University
Juniata College
Kenyon College
Lafayette College
Lake Forest College
Lewis & Clark College
Linfield College
Loyola Marymount University
Macalester College
McGill University (2)
Miami University (OH)
New York University (7)
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Oberlin College
Ohio Wesleyan University
Pitzer College
Purdue University

Reed College
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rhodes College
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rollins College
Santa Clara University
Sarah Lawrence College
Skidmore College
Southern Methodist University
Stanford University
Syracuse University
The George Washington University (2)
The New School-Eugene Lang College
Trinity University
Tufts University
Tulane University (4)
U. of Arizona
U. of British Columbia
University of California

Berkeley (3)
Davis
Irvine (2)
Los Angeles
Riverside
San Diego
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz

U. of Chicago (2)
U. of Colorado-Boulder
U. of Connecticut

U. of Michigan-Ann Arbor (2)
U. of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
U. of Oregon
U. of Pennsylvania (3)
U. of Pittsburgh
U. of Puget Sound
U. of Redlands
U. of Richmond
U. of Rochester
U. of San Diego
U. of Southern California (3)
U. of St Andrews
U. of Tennessee-Knoxville
U. of Texas-Austin
U. of Toronto
U. of Virginia
U. of Washington
U. of Wisconsin-Madison (2)
Union College
Vanderbilt University (2)
Vassar College
Wake Forest University
Washington University in St. Louis (2)
Wellesley College
Wesleyan University
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Yale University
Yale-National University of Singapore

Marlborough School operates on a two-semester calendar.  Only courses taken at Marlborough and One Schoolhouse/OSG are included on the transcript.  
The grade point average, which includes all academic and visual/performing arts courses, is based on a 4-point scale and is weighted, with one point 
added to Honors and AP courses, as well as linear algebra and multivariable calculus. We do not rank our students.

GRADING POLICY

The following AP courses are offered: Art History, Biology, Calculus AB/BC, Chemistry, Computer Science A, English Literature and Composition, 
Environmental Science, European History, French Language and Culture, Latin, Physics C (Mechanics), Spanish Language and Culture, Statistics, 
Studio Art, U.S. History, and World History.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES, Class of  2016

Marlborough School is a member of One Schoolhouse, formerly the Online School for Girls (OSG), a national consortium of independent schools 
whose mission is to provide an exceptional educational experience by connecting students worldwide through relevant and engaging coursework in a 
dynamic online learning community. Among its offerings are a variety of college-prep courses, including AP courses, which supplement, not replace, 
the Marlborough School curriculum and which are not included in the Marlborough GPA.

ONLINE SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

ACT WR M2 US MB/EB LR WH

31 730 720 700 720 690 700


